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A lot near Burnet Road and Braker Lane is a potential 
stadium location. RALPH BARRERA / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


Roy G. Guerrero Colorado River Metropolitan Park is 
an urban core site. JAY JANNER / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 
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Butler Shores Metropolitan Park is ownership group’s 
preferred destination. ZACH RYALL/ AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


=A 
Former Home Depot at I-35 and St. Johns is also in 
urban core. DEBORAH CANNON / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 2012 


Council mulls pros, 
cons of soccer sites 


Report lists 8 possible 
locations for stadium 
and practice facilities. 


By Chris Bils 
American-Statesman 
Correspondent 


The Austin City Council post- 
poned action regarding the poten- 
tial future home ofa Major League 
Soccer club this week, but there is 
plenty to discuss after eight pub- 
licly owned sites were unveiled 
as possibilities earlier this week. 

The city released a detailed 
report Thursday, providing more 
information about the sites iden- 
tified as having the potential to 
be home to a stadium or practice 
facility for an MLS team. 

The report laid out possible 
opportunities and challenges for 
each site, with additional infor- 
mation regarding the history, 
economic impacts, community 
benefits and logistical challenges 
associated with MLS franchises 
in other communities. 

Precourt Sports Ventures, 
which owns the Columbus Crew 


Precourt Sports 
Ventures, which 
owns the Columbus 
Crew SC soccer 
team, is exploring 

a move to Austin, 
provided it can find 
suitable locations 
for a stadium anda 
practice facility. 


SC soccer team, is exploring a 
move to Austin, provided it can 
find suitable locations for a sta- 
dium and a practice facility. The 
ownership group released ren- 
derings last week that showed a 
stadium at Butler Shores Metro- 
politan Park and has made clear 
that is its preferred destination. 

“All sites aren’t created equally,” 
Precourt Sports Ventures Presi- 
dent Dave Greeley told the Hill 
Country News on Wednesday. 
“Our ability to move a team and 
activate the rights we have in 


Austin and privately finance a 
stadium, it’s 100 percent linked 
to the quality of the site. We just 
have to look deeper, and that’s 
part of the community discus- 
sion and dialogue about if those 
sites will work or not.” 

The city identified the Butler 
Shores site as one of five poten- 
tial stadium locations. Two of 
those locations also were listed 
as possible spots for a practice 
facility, while three others were 
identified as suited only fora 
practice facility. 

The other stadium-only loca- 
tions are a former Home Depot 
store at the corner of Interstate 
35 and St. Johns Avenue and an 
empty lot at 10414 McKalla Place, 
near the intersection of Burnet 
Road and Braker Lane. 

Sites for a stadium or practice 
facility include the Travis County 
Exposition Center and Roy G. 
Guerrero Colorado River Met- 
ropolitan Park. 

And locations identified as 
suited for only a practice facil- 
ity are Walnut Creek Sports Com- 


Soccer continued on A6 


NEW DETAILS INAUGURATION RIOT TRIAL 


Trump inauguration riot trial goes to jury 


San Antonio man 
among nearly 200 
charged in case. 


By Maria Recio 
American-Statesman special 
correspondent 


WASHINGTON — The first trial 
of nearly 200 Inauguration Day 
protesters charged with rioting, 


conspiracy to riot and destruc- 
tion of property went to a jury 
Friday afternoon, a month after 
it began. 

Freelance photojournalist 
Alexei Wood of San Antonio 
and five other defendants could 
receive more than 50 years in 
prison and thousands of dollars 
in fines if convicted. The judge 
dropped one felony count of incit- 
ing a riot. 


Wood is one of two journalists, 
both from Texas, who have been 
charged in the case, which cen- 
ters on First Amendment rights: 
freedom of assembly, freedom of 
speech and freedom of the press. 

There are so many defendants 
— 188 after the six on trial now — 
that Superior Court Judge Lynn 
Leibovitz is trying them in small 


Trial continued on A6 
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FROM WORST 
TO FIRST 


UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SYSTEM 


McRaven will 
leave UT job, 
citing health 


Chancellor says battle 
with leukemia led him 
to ‘rethink my future’ 


By Katie Hall 

and Ralph K.M. Haurwitz 
khall@statesman.com 
rhaurwitz@statesman.com 


Bill McRaven, chancellor of 
the University of Texas System, 
is planning to step down at the 
end of the academic year in May 
because of health issues he has 
been facing, he told the UT Sys- 
tem Board of Regents on Friday 
afternoon. 

McRaven’s decision was not 
completely unexpected, given 
that he was briefly hospitalized in 
November for what he described 
at the time as “a perfect storm of 
bad health” that included severe 
anemia, likely a result of a chronic 
lymphocytic leukemia, a type of 
cancer he was diagnosed with in 
2010 while fighting the Taliban 
in Afghanistan. 

His hiring three years ago by 
the regents was considered an 
unconventional choice. McRaven 
had no experience as a higher 
education administrator, but he 
brought undeniable star power 
to the 14-campus operation as 
the retired four-star admiral and 
Navy SEAL who had directed the 
mission that resulted in the kill- 
ing of Osama bin Laden. 

McRaven, 62, said that serving 
as chancellor has been “one of the 
greatest experiences of my life,” 
but his health issues caused him 


CONGRESS TAXES 


Retired Adm. 
Bill McRaven 
was appointed 
chancellor of 
the UT System 
in 2014. 


to rethink his future. 

“This decision to transition to 
private life was one of the hard- 
est I have ever made, but recent 
health concerns prompted (his 
wife) Georgeann and me to reflect 
on the years ahead and think seri- 
ously about things we still want 
to do as a family,” McRaven said 
in a statement. “While I’m on the 
road to recovery and am grate- 
ful to my UT physicians and the 
good wishes and prayers of our 
many friends and colleagues, I 
believe it is time to segue to sev- 
eral other passions in my life that 
Fd like to experience, and much 
of that will also involve teaching 
and writing.” 

In recent months, McRaven 
had been noncommittal about 
remaining on the job as he bat- 
tled health problems stemming 
from his leukemia. McRaven told 
the American-Statesman on Fri- 
day that he received an infusion of 
iron for severe anemia in Novem- 
ber at the UT Southwestern Med- 
ical Center in Dallas. He has since 
received four treatments of a drug 
called Rituxan, which is com- 
monly administered to patients 
with his form of leukemia, at the 
UT MD Anderson Cancer Center 


McRaven continued on A6 


GOP finalizes tax bill, 
appeasing 2 senators 


Votes by House, Senate 
on major overhaul may 
be scheduled next week. 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Republicans solid- 
ified support for their major over- 
haul of the nation’s tax laws Fri- 
day, securing endorsements from 
wavering senators as they pushed 
to muscle their bill through Con- 
gress next week and give President 
Donald Trump his first major leg- 
islative victory. 

Republican Sens. Marco Rubio 
of Florida and Bob Corker of Ten- 
nessee announced Friday that 
they would back the bill, the most 
sweeping rewrite of the tax code 
in more than three decades. Their 
support all but ensures the pack- 
age will pass the Senate. 

A day earlier, a key faction of 
House Republicans came out in 
support of the bill, boosting its 
chances in that chamber. 


“Pm confident we’ll have the 
votes,” said Sen. Rob Portman 
of Ohio, one of the Republican 
negotiators on the bill. 

Portman cast the bill as provid- 
ing “the kind of middle-class tax 
relief that’s desperately needed 
right now. People are looking at 
flat wages and higher expenses, 
and this will help.” 

Democrats disagree, arguing 
that the legislation would help 
wealthy Americans and big busi- 
ness at the expense of the poor 
and middle class. 

Members of a House-Senate 
conference committee signed the 
final version of the legislation Fri- 
day, sending it to the two cham- 
bers for final passage next week. 
They have been working to blend 
different versions passed by the 
two houses. 

Corker had opposed the Sen- 
ate’s original version of the bill 
out of concern it would add to the 


Tax bill continued on A7 


NATION & WORLD, A7 
Trump blasts FBI over 
Hillary Clinton probe 


On his way to the bureau’s 
training academy, president 
denounces email investigation as 
“really disgraceful,’ vows reform. 


NATION & WORLD, A5 
Tillersonreverses self 
on North Korea talks 


Secretary of state had pledged 
no-conditions meeting; he now 
tells U.N. that Pyongyang“must 
earn its way back to the table.” 


METRO & STATE, B1 
Officer shoots suspect 
after fatal stabbing 


Austin police officer shoots and 
critically injures a man suspected 
of stabbing to death awoman 
minutes earlier, chief says. 
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